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TKF During 
a Year of 
Crisis

Celebrating 25 Years of Saving Lives

YEAR OF IMPACT
2020

TKF began 2020, the 25th anniversary of 
our organization, with high expectations. 
In the early part of the year, we had 
already served over 5,000 students who 
participated in our Safe School Model 
services. In March 2020, however, the 
world quickly changed as the spread of 
the coronavirus disrupted all our lives 
and institutions. The pandemic quickly led 
to a looming economic crisis that closed 
the doors of many organizations, and 
affected countless people around our 
country and the world. In the midst of 
these uncertain times our country’s social 
justice issues of racism and inequity also 
rose to the forefront.

The closing of our nation’s schools 
immediately halted all TKF services 
and impacted every aspect of our 
organization. This unavoidably led to 
staff furloughs, budget and fundraising 
constraints and a need to modify 
TKF’s service delivery systems. Our 
organization shifted to core staff working 
from home, and everyone learning new 

technologies to efficiently continue  
our operations.   

Through all the challenges and 
changes, TKF regularly monitored and 
communicated with schools as they 
struggled in balancing the educational 
needs of children with the challenging 
health risks impacting their communities. 
While classes did resume through online 
platforms and other mediums, learning 
has been disrupted for millions of 
students. Beyond the academic impacts, 
we also know the social isolation, loss 
of supportive school resources, and 
economic disadvantages have negatively 
affected students’ well being and further 
widened inequity gaps. Throughout this 
time, the need for TKF’s programming and 
services has only been magnified.

As an organization with deep restorative 
roots that promotes resiliency and 
growth in rising above life challenges, 
TKF has looked to find opportunity 
from within the chaos and trauma of 

COVID-19. Over the past year, TKF has 
taken several actions to regroup and 
rebound with a focus on becoming a 
stronger, more diverse, and accessible 
organization. In conjunction with TKF staff 
and our Board of Trustees, we focused 
our attention on the development of a 
revised strategic plan with an eye on 
forward-thinking organizational priorities.  
Many programmatic steps were taken to 
expand our teaching of restorative life 
practices for both students and adults. 
TKF is modifying its educational services 
to facilitate expanded use within online 
learning platforms.  Finalizing our online 
programming enhances TKF’s capacity to 
reach thousands of students beyond the 
current markets served.  These strategies 
lay the groundwork for a thriving future for 
TKF well beyond the challenges of 2020.

Like the Phoenix rising, it’s often the 
deepest pain that empowers you to grow 
into your highest self. TKF has taken the 
necessary steps to position itself for our 
coming second quarter century of service.

By Benita Page  
TKF Program Director



In 2020
TKF expansion sites in Newtown, PA, Bristol, PA and Chula Vista, CA 
began teaching TKF’s Restorative Workshop curriculum.

In March
TKF presented at the Hope Conference at La Jolla Country Day 
School, facilitating a workshop on “Incorporating a Restorative 
Mindset for Teachers” and presenting two Peacemaker Assemblies  
with their students

In June 
TKF’s Executive Director, Tasreen Khamisa, sat on a panel on  
“Collective Healing Action: Learning From Indigenous Wisdom”  
for The Consciousness and Healing Initiative 

In August 
TKF presented at the International Summit on Violence, Abuse and 
Trauma Across the Lifespan on “TKF’s Safe School Model Teaching 
Peace, Hope, and Forgiveness”

In October 
TKF presented at the Association for Middle Level Education 2020 
Conference on “Teaching Students Restorative Principles”

TKF’s Executive Director, Tasreen Khamisa, spoke at the Young Non 
Profit Network of San Diego’s Access to Experts event

Tasreen Khamisa was also on a panel at the Catholic Mobilizing 
Network - Harm, Healing, and Human Dignity: An All-Virtual Catholic 
Conference on Restorative Justice

In November 
TKF Founder, Azim Khamisa, TKF Executive Director, Tasreen Khamisa, 
Ples Felix and Tony Hicks shared the TKF story and restorative journey 
at the California Judges Association 2020 Conference during the 
“Restorative Justice, Reimagining Juvenile Justice panel”

TKF Events

TKF Day: March 6, 2020
Tony Hicks attends his first TKF Peacemaker Assembly



Creating Safer 
Schools and 
Communities

8 presentations  
at 5 schools across  
3 school districts

Peacemaker 
Assembly

Restorative 
Workshop

Mentoring

30 classes facilitated  
in 3 schools across  
3 school districts

6 mentors placed  
in 6 schools

5,213 students impacted 
by TKF

Where The Money Comes From

Total 
Raised

$543,242
Thank you for your support!

*Please note that TKF needed to suspend school 
contracts due to COVID-19.
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A message  
of thanks!

IN HONOR OF TARIQ KH
A

M
ISA
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Dear TKF Family,

As I reflect on 2020, I am humbled by 
your continued support of the Tariq 
Khamisa Foundation (TKF). I am also 
thankful for each of you and have 
held you in my thoughts and prayers 
throughout this difficult year. 

2020 brought us to our knees. It tested 
our strength, our faith and dimmed our 
light…but it did not break us! It also 
challenged our beliefs and forced us 
to look within, to choose right from 
wrong, justice over injustice, and love 
over hate. 2020 inspired us to open 
our eyes, to grow and to evolve. It 
drove all of us at TKF to fight for human 

dignity for all our brothers and sisters. 

Despite any and all challenges, TKF 
is committed to serving our children, 
parents/guardians and educators as 
they begin to recover from one of the 
most difficult times in their lives. We 
are here to get to work and are driven 
to provide much needed support to 
the schools and families we serve. 
We know how important it is—now 
more than ever before—to meet the 
urgent need of helping our children 
build their resilience by teaching them 
healthy coping mechanisms, especially 
right now. We need to teach them the 
restorative tools to manage conflict, to 
stand up for what is right, to begin to 
heal and to be a part of the ongoing 
solution. We must create an equitable 
world where we treat each other 
with compassion, empathy, respect 
and kindness. We are passionate 
about building the next 
generation of peacebuilders who 
will one day change the world. 

I step firmly into 2021 with hope in my 
heart. I am grateful to be able to honor 
my brother Tariq Khamisa’s legacy as 
we continue to spread TKF’s messages 
of forgiveness, hope and peace. As we 
honor the 25th year of TKF service, it 
feels fitting to share Tariq’s philosophy 
of life; it guides me everyday to be 
better and to do better. 

My Philosophy of Life 
Written by Tariq Khamisa, as  
a high school student.

 •  Hang in there when the odds are 
against you

 • Give life your best effort
 •  Treat people the way you want to 

be treated
 • Use your time wisely
 •  It is all right to be disappointed, 

but a winner can never allow 
himself to be discouraged

 • Living by Giving

The work starts with each of us, and 
our children deserve nothing but the 
very best.

In Peace,

Tasreen Khamisa, 
TKF Executive Director


